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Abstract

Behind the act of matemnal neonaticide lies a complex social and criminal phenomenon
that can be explained through various theoretical perspectives. On the psychological level, the
offender’s mental state plays a crucial role, encompassing factors such as denial of pregnancy,
perinatal depression, postpartum depression, and severe anxiety about childbirth, including
tokophobia. From a sociocultural standpoint, the crime is shaped by patriarchal norms, deeply

rooted religious beliefs, and restrictive abortion laws. In addition, criminological theories provide
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further insight: feminist perspectives often interpret such offenses as relationship-motivated
crimes, acts of powerlessness, or attempts to preserve vital relationships. Taken together, these
dimensions highlight the multifaceted nature of maternal neonaticide and underscore the need
for a comprehensive, holistic understanding to inform the development of restorative justice

approaches for this group.
Keywords: neonaticide; psychology; society and culture; criminology
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